
About Your Encounter with God Authors

KAREN BERGEY is the lead editor for Encounter with God. Karen lives in 

Pennsylvania with her husband, Blaine, and their two children. Karen is a  

certified Spiritual Director and is currently serving as Interim Pastor of  

Visitation and Care at Salford Mennonite Church in PA.

KAR YONG LIM teaches New Testament studies at Seminari Theoloji  

Malaysia, Seremban, Malaysia. He is also an Anglican priest with the Diocese 

of West Malaysia.

JULIE ROBB leads the MA in Biblical Interpretation at London School of 

Theology. She also teaches on the Eastern Region Ministry course and is an 

Adjunct Member of faculty for Samford University, USA. She is married to 

Tim, an Anglican vicar, and they have one daughter.

EMMANUEL OLADIPO started as a Schools Worker in Nigeria, then served as 

the Africa Regional Secretary of SU, and then as International Secretary. He 

now enjoys his retirement in Leicester with his wife, Ruth.

JAMYS CARTER is an Elim minister who now serves as a Focal Minister in  

St Polycarp’s in Sheffield. His PhD explored ways in which the Bible is  

interpreted. He continues to write and teach as the occasion arises.

TANYA FERDINANDUSZ is a freelance writer and editor, and has been  

writing Bible reading notes, articles, and devotionals for over 20 years. She is 

the author of Marriage Matters, a book for Christian couples.

GARETH HIGGS is the superintendent minister of Plymouth Methodist  

Mission. He is a husband, and dad to three children.

DAVID SMITH engaged in international ministry in Asia and Africa. He  

continues writing – his most recent book, Stumbling toward Zion, highlights 

the importance the importance of the biblical tradition of lament.

ANDY BATHGATE retired as CEO of SU Scotland in March 2020 after 18 

years in the role. Until his sudden homegoing in October of 2023, he lived in 

Edinburgh with his wife Alyson. We ask for God’s enabling that we may run 

as he did and one day hear the words Andy heard: “Well done, good and 

faithful servant.”

SHARON SACKS has been involved in ministry all of her adult life, leading 

numerous Bible studies, writing curriculum for both children and adult  

programs, and working as Director of Personnel for a missions agency.  

Officially retired, she continues to write, teach, and serve as the lead editor 

for Discovery. She loves investing in her 13 grandchildren and spending time 

with her spunky great-granddaughter.
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