
About Your Encounter with God Authors

DR. RICK MCGOVERN is our Lead Editor for Encounter with God. He is the former 
pastor of Brandywine Christian Fellowship in Coatesville, PA. He is now retired as a 
pastor but attends church in Covington, Louisiana, and has a PhD in Hebrew and Old 
Testament from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

FRANK BARKER lives in Seattle and recently retired after 50 years in ministry. He 
served churches in his homeland New Zealand and his adopted home in the USA. He 
has been involved with Scripture Union since he became a Christian in 1955.

DAVID SMITH is Honorary Lecturer at the Centre for Ministry Studies, University of 
Aberdeen. He is also a tutor at the Irish Bible Institute, Dublin and author of Liberating 
the Gospel: Translating the message of Jesus in a globalized world. 

ELAINE ROBERTS travels internationally, preaching the gospel and equipping 
Christian believers to fulfill their God-given potential and serve God in their churches 
and communities. Elaine is Principal of Every Nation Bible School UK and founder of 
World Mandate Ministries.

ANDY BATHGATE retired as CEO of SU Scotland in March 2020, after 18 years in the 
role. He is married to Alyson and they live in Edinburgh where they are both involved 
in the leadership of their local church. 

DEREK TIDBALL was formerly Principal of London Bible College. In retirement, he 
continues to preach, write, supervise research and teach in theological colleges 
around the world. 

ANNABEL ROBINSON grew up at Kew Gardens, London, and became a Christian at age 
16. After graduating from Oxford she moved to Canada where she taught classics at the 
University of Regina. Now retired, she works as Publications Director for SU Canada. 

KAR YONG LIM teaches New Testament studies at Seminari Theoloji Malaysia,  
Seremban, Malaysia. He is also an Anglican priest with the Diocese of West Malaysia. 

MARY EVANS is a former theological lecturer, and is still involved with research su-
pervision and marking. Writing, speaking, church family, friends and Langham  
Partnership Board responsibilities fill much of the rest of available time. 

PAUL OAKLEY has been involved in local church leadership and in ministerial  
education in both the UK and Nigeria, though now retired. His most recent posts were 
as vicar of Totley, Sheffield, and tutor with St Barnabas Theological Centre (now St 
Hild College). 

KATHARINE MCPHAIL is married to Stuart and has two teenage children, Harry and 
Helena. She and Stuart lead a Baptist church in Cheshire, where Stuart is pastor.

DANIEL MCGINNIS is the Vice Principal of St Hild College and leads the Barnabas 
Teaching Centre in Sheffield. He is also the Executive Director of the Leeds School 
of Theology. He loves the book of Acts, and has a passion for seeing today’s church 
inspired by the earliest church. 

FIONA SILLEY lives and ministers on an estate in Northamptonshire, alongside her 
husband Andrew. Formerly a research psychologist, she is now at home with their 
young daughter. 

BRIAN RADCLIFFE is a retired English and drama teacher, and former minister of a 
Baptist church in the north of England. He also enjoys a parallel career as a freelance 
writer (secondary school assembly scripts and drama skills as cross-curricular  
teaching tools).

Unless otherwise noted, the New International Version is used in quoted Bible passages. (Holy 
Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used 
by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.)


