
Introduction | Dr. Richard McGovern

Acts 9–12 | Brian Radcliffe

Song of Songs | Fiona Barnard 

Judges | Paul Oakley 

Ruth | Katharine McPhail 

1 & 2 Thessalonians | Eric Gaudion

Obadiah, Habakkuk and Nahum | Vivien Whitfield

Hebrews 1–6 | John Grayston

Hebrews 7–13 | Howard Peskett

Genesis 12:1 – 19:29 | David Smith

Final Note | Gail Martin

© 2020 Scripture Union U.S.A. All rights reserved. Reproduction of the whole or any part of the contents  
without written permission is prohibited. ENCOUNTER WITH GOD (ISSN 0167-6676) is published quarterly by  
Scripture Union, 1485 Valley Forge Road, Valley Forge, PA 19481-0215. Vol. 48 No. 1. Subscription Cost (as part 
of Annual Membership Contribution): $25.00. The fair market value of your membership benefits is $14.00.  
Periodicals Postage Paid at Valley Forge, PA 19481, and at additional mailing offices.  POSTMASTER: Send  
address changes to ENCOUNTER WITH GOD, c/o Scripture Union, P.O. Box 215, Valley Forge, PA 19481-0215.

PRESIDENT  |  GAIL A. MARTIN
EDITORIAL PRODUCTION TEAM  |  DR. RICK MCGOVERN

JEREMY STOUDT |  KAREN BERGEY |  APRIL STOUDT |  CINDY CIFELLI
Scripture Union/USA | P.O. Box 215 | Valley Forge, PA 19481

1-800-621-LAMP | info@scriptureunion.org | scriptureunion.org

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S

1

6

12

20

35

44

60

70

87

107

112

Psalm 107 | Fiona Barnard

Psalms 108, 109 | Peter Pothan

Psalms 110, 111 | Andy Bathgate

Psalms 112, 113 | John Harris

Psalms 114, 115 | Vivien Whitfield

Psalms 116, 117, 119 | Cor Bennema

Psalm 119 | Paul Oakley



About Your Encounter with God Authors
DR. RICK MCGOVERN is our Lead Editor for Encounter with God. He is the former 
pastor of Brandywine Christian Fellowship in Coatesville, PA. He is now retired as a 
pastor but attends church in Covington, Louisiana, and has a PhD in Hebrew and Old 
Testament from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.
ERIC GAUDION lives in Guernsey and is married to Diane. He has served as a pastor 
in the UK and as a missionary in the Seychelles and Zimbabwe. In retirement, he is 
Associate Minister at Vazon Elim Church. 
JOHN GRAYSTON is retired but acting as Biblical and Theological Consultant for SU, 
and engaged in writing and itinerant preaching and teaching. John is a member of 
the leadership team at Tile Kiln Church in Chelmsford, he has two adult children and 
seven grandchildren. His hobbies are skiing, hill-walking, photography and gardening.
DAVID SMITH is Honorary Lecturer at the Centre for Ministry Studies, University of 
Aberdeen. He is also a tutor at the Irish Bible Institute, Dublin and author of Liberating 
the Gospel: Translating the message of Jesus in a globalized world. 
HOWARD PESKETT is active in Bible teaching and learning, schools work, learning 
Cornish and learning to paint, in West Cornwall. He was Lecturer and Vice-Principal, 
Trinity College, Bristol 1991–2006. 
FIONA BARNARD loves being with people from all over the world as ESOL tutor, 
university chaplain and Friends International staff worker.  She lives in Scotland.
VIVIEN WHITFIELD is a self-supporting priest in her local parish church and among 
deaf people, after many years of Christian service in other areas. 
PAUL OAKLEY has been involved in local church leadership and in ministerial educa-
tion in both the UK and Nigeria, though now retired. His most recent posts were as 
vicar of Totley, Sheffield, and tutor with St Barnabas Theological Centre (now St Hild 
College). 
BRIAN RADCLIFFE is a retired English and drama teacher, and formerly minister of a 
Baptist church in the north of England. He also enjoys a parallel career as a freelance 
writer (secondary school assembly scripts and drama skills as cross-curricular teach-
ing tools). 
KATHARINE MCPHAIL is married to Stuart and has two teenage children, Harry and 
Helena. She and Stuart lead a Baptist church in Cheshire, where Stuart is pastor.
PETER POTHAN is an Academic Consultant at the Global School of Open Learning in 
Bangalore, India. He teaches, and writes self-study theological courses for BTh, MDiv 
and diploma levels. He lives in Bangalore with his wife, children and grandchildren.
JOHN HARRIS is Senior Biblical Consultant for Bible Society Australia. Although 
retired, he continues his involvement in the translation of the Bible into indigenous 
Australian and Pacific languages. John is married to Judith and they have three chil-
dren and six grandchildren. 
COR BENNEMA has a passion to help people to understand the Bible better and re-
late it to the world in which they live. He is Senior Lecturer in New Testament at Union 
School of Theology Bridgend.
ANDY BATHGATE retired as CEO of SU Scotland in March 2020, after 18 years in the 
role. He is married to Alyson and they live in Edinburgh where they are both involved 
in the leadership of their local church.


